
Third Sunday After Epiphany (1/24/2021) 

 It should be no surprise to us that we are in need of cleansing.  When we compare 

ourselves to God we can see just how short we fall of the command of Jesus to be “Holy as your 

heavenly father is holy.”  Not a cause for despair, just a reality check.  This sobering truth can be 

useful for us in a culture that places the individual above all things, including God.  We see 

people who believe they can determine who is a human and not, who believe that they can decide 

when the life of a person is able to be ended and then justify that action with some supposedly 

noble purpose.  Such is the time we live in - perhaps this has always been present in the world.  

At some times people of certain ethnic groups were determined to be sub-human and could be 

treated like animals.  At some times people have decided that individuals who do wrong are not 

open to rehabilitation and forgiveness, but they may be killed (for reasons which are much more 

about revenge and blood-lust than for the supposed noble goals they put forward).  In our time it 

is the unborn child, the elderly and seriously ill, those who have what are termed “birth defects” 

and so don’t fit a definition of perfection that allows them to be denied the same right to life as 

those who are deciding to kill them. 

 Who are we to determine who should live or die?  Who are we to determine who is 

worthy of forgiveness?  It is strange that those who consider themselves competent to judge the 

worth of other people, often don’t see their own unworthiness in the sight of God.  The 

Centurion in the Gospel has it right and makes a statement that the Church has adapted for use in 

her liturgy: Domine, non sum dingus ut intres sub tectum meum, sed tantum dic verbo et 

sanabitur anima mea. …  Lord I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say 

the word and my soul shall be healed.  So accurate is his statement that the Church has enshrined 

it in the liturgy to instruct us.  We are not as worthy as we think.  We are not worthy to make the 

decisions of life and death that are God’s alone to make.  We are not worthy to objectively judge 

the rightness of actions as good or bad - or to judge other people as good or bad, for that matter.  

These definitions of good or bad are God’s to make. 

 When we decide to judge another we will use some standard that we believe to be true.  

Some peoples’ standards are in line with that of God, others’ are based upon a social fad, or 



anger, or pride, or the latest action movie’s moral compass.  The only valid decider of right and 

wrong is God, and the truest interpreter of God’s revelation in this respect in the Church. 

 The role of the Church is so seriously downplayed in our time.  Notice that Jesus himself 

instructs the leper to go and receive the official certification of cleanliness from the priests, he is 

not supposed to just take the word of others - or even our own judgements - as the final word.   

We all tend to see ourselves as a bit more right than we are, we trust those that agree with us over 

those that do not.  Having an open mind, recognizing that God’s ways are more mysterious than 

we may see them when placed in the neat boxes we have laid out - this leads us to not force our 

own personal interpretations on God’s ways, but to discover the deep mystery of God. 

 Jesus approaches the individuals in the Gospel, and he heals, not just because it is the 

socially acceptable thing to do, not just because it is the thing that they want - but because it is 

the thing that He wants.  We must all continue to pray to understand what Jesus wants for each of 

us, for our families, and for our nation.  We must not just be driven by personal ideology, or 

assumptions, and never by a sense of revenge for the wrongs we have catalogued.  Paul quotes in 

the epistle the scripture passage which says Revenge is mine, I will repay saith the Lord. We are 

called to not hold grudges, to not plan retribution, but rather, to be a font of Jesus’ healing love.  

As we have said, we are not worthy of this love, yet it is bestowed upon us - let’s not think that 

others are so unworthy that they do not merit a share in our love.  Jesus calls us to recognize our 

own unworthiness, to adopt an attitude of compassion towards our enemies (as St. Paul urges in 

the Epistle), to trust in the guidance he gives through His Church, to recognize the dignity of all 

persons - regardless of their faction, their views, their supposed usefulness, or their appearance.  

Domine, non sum dingus ut intres sub tectum meum,  - let us say it, and mean it, and see in this 

Eucharist the aid to our own sanctification: sed tantum dic verb et sanabitur anima mea. Jesus 

Himself is that word of cleansing, Jesus Himself is that word of truth, Jesus Himself is our only 

hope for the future.  Realizing this and seeking to be perfect as God is perfect, rather than 

gloating over the weaknesses of others - this should be our comfort and our joy.


